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Livestock show opener to 
be broadcast live Tuesday 

IIK Sesquiccniennial opening 
(or the 1986 flouslon Live,st(x.k 
Show and Rcxleo will be broadcast 
live on Channel 8, KUHT-TV, 
accordjng to an aiinountemcnt 
from show officials. 

Ihe three-hour spectacular will 
air live on Tuesday, Feb. 18, start­
ing at 8 p.m. "We plan a tremend­
ous birthday party for Texas and 
Houston, and we didn't want to 
limit it to the 4.S.000-person 
capacity of the Astrcxlome, With 
the decision to work with KUHT-
TV, we're able to share this very 
special event with the greater 
Houston area community," said 
Dan (jatiis, general manger of the 
Livcsux;k Show and Rixleo* 

Mac Davis will be MC, and the 
show will feature a 4,0(X)-member 

cast. The extravaganza is topped 
off by a full-length Willie Nelson 
concert. The Houston Symphony 
Orchestra, a 1,000 voice choir, 
marching bands and drill team 
units will add to the re-enactment 
of Texas' and Houston's histories. 

Special effecLs and props 
include a rocket-belt pack man, a 
moving train, a gushing oil 
derrick and a tremendous indoor 
fireworks display. 

Due to the scope of this 
opening performance, there will 
be no rodeo that night. That 
competition begins Wednesday, 
Feb. 19. The livestock show 
begins Feb. 15 with hixse show 
competition starting Wednesday, 
Feb. 12. All events conclude 
March 2 

Teacher testing under 
fire on several fronts 

Three teacher organizations in 
Texas are taking action on several 
fronLs in regards to the Texas 
Examination ot Current 
Administrators and Teachers, a 
test to be administered to all 
persons in Texas who hold 
teaching certificates. 

The Texas Classroom Teachers 
AsscK'iation has complained that 
the state is not following through 
on its word that it would hire 
college professors to be proctors 
at the test. "Now we find 
advertisements in newspapers 
around the state specifying the 
minimum requirements of a 
proctor to be a person with a high 
school education, plus two years 
of college, a driver's license and a 
car," reads a statement fmm the 
TCTA news release. There are 8.SO 
sites for the spring test 

The asscxiation of Texas 
Professional EducaU)rs filed a 
lawsuit Feb. 7 against the state 
education commissioner and the 
Fort Worth sch(X)l district to 
bkxk use of initial scores from 
the examination as a reason for 
nonrenewal or termination of 
teachers' contracts at the end of 

the 1985-86 school year. 
Attorneys for the Texas State 

Teachers As.sociation and the 
National Education Association 
received notice on Feb. 4 that 
their lawsuit against the state to 
stop the adininisuation of the test 
altogether will be heard Feb. 21 at 
2 p.m. in 250ih Judicial District 
Court in Travis County. 

TSTA and NEA, according to a 
news release from the TSTA 
offices in Austin, will argue that 
the testing provision in House 
Bill 72 impairs contractual 
obligations in violation of Article 
I, Section K> of the Texas 
Constitution; that it violates the 
prohibition against enacting 
retroactive laws, Article I, Section 
16 of the constition, and violates 
the equal rights and due course of 
law, Article I, Section 3, 19. 

TSTA will charge that in the 
past, the state of Texas represent­
ed to individuals who desired to 
work as educators in public 
schools that if they satisfied cer­
tain prerequisites, they would be 
issued teaching certificates that 
would be "valid for life, unless 
caTKelled by lawful authority." 

Weather Report 
The south winds should return to the Coastal Plains on Thursday, 

but the warming trend could be brief with high humidity and rain 
that IS possible on Friday. 

Tuesday nights freeze was aided by the cloudless skies that allow 
the heat of the day to quickly escape into the atmosphere. Special 
protection taken for poultry and livestcxk can be relaxed a little 
Wednesday and Thursday, but herds should be watched for lice 
infestations where animals are huddled together in cold weather. 
Muddy areas also should be watched as that could lead to foot rot. 

The Tuesday cold was projected to damage early gardens since the 
day's sunshine was insufficient to provide help in making hot caps 
more effective for protecting vegetable sets. These cold nights and 
recent rains have chilled the average soil temperature as much as 
five to eight degrees 

Managers across the Coastal Bend could face an extra delay of 
first com and sorghum plantings while seed beds re-warm following 
suitable topsoil drying. Evaporation may peak briefly with warm 
brcc/es and ginxl sunshine on Thursday. 

More ram delays are possible as soon as Friday. Any rush to 
plant could have t(K) much risk of improper seed germination and 
extra seedling disease. 

Here are the weather observauons from the Texas A&M Research 
Site, Eagle Ijke; in cooperauon with the National Weather Service 
and the Texas Water Development Board. Air temperatures listed are 
sheltered air temperatures. 

Date 
Feb. 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 

Air Temp. 
Max-Min 

74-60 
75-55 
63-44 
4644 
42 39 
41-37 
42-37 

4-Inch 
Soil Temp. 

Max-Min 
C9-63 
6861 
64 54 
5651 
5447 
52 48 
4847 

Evap. 
(Inches) 

.074 

.194 
126 

.063 
059 
064 

Rain 
(Inches) 

.96 

17 

Eagle Lake third graders to 
attend middle school next Fall 

Rice district students who will 
be 3rd graders in Eagle Lake this 
coming Fall will attend classes at 
Eagle Lake Middle Sch{X)l, not at 
the primary schcxjl, according to a 
decision by the district board of 
trustees Monday night. 

The decision was made because 
of a new prc-kindergarten program 
called for in I984's House Bill 72 
which requires districts to hold the 
classes for underpriveledged four 
year-olds, but doesn't require 
parents to send that child to the 
classes. Attendance is not 
mandatory for regular kindergarten 
classes either. 

District supt. Harold King ex 
plained at last month's nieetini; 
that although the district has nu 
idea how many students will be 
added to the scha)l, his estimate 

IS that two r(X)ras will be needed. 
He recommended the 3rd grade be 
moved to the middle school cam­
pus Board members waited until 
Monday night to make a decision, 
and said in the interim period 95 
percent of public opinion favored 
the move. King said. 

Some decisions remain. King 
said board president Steve Balas 
will appoint him, the pnncipals 
ot the two Eagle Lake schools, 
and three board members to make 
decisions. They must decide 
whether to move a portable 
building from the primary school 
campus (that includes two 
classrooms) to the middle school 
grounds, or buy new portable 
classrooms, or even make a 
permanent addition to the middle 
scha)l building. 

Middle .Sch(x>l pnncipal 
Charles Abel said the students in 
the elementary grades at the 
school already are kept separated 
from the students on the junior 
high level, and that will include 
the new third graders next year 

As for (Garwood and 
.Sheridan students eligible tor 
the new pre-K program. King said 
there probably will be one class 
held in Garwocxi, with 
transportation available for 
students who are in the Shendan 
school attendarKC zone. 

In other business, the board-
•Approved the order calling for 

the board of trustee election 
election on April 5, and 
appointing election judges. 

•Approved participation in a 
nroprnm railed We Hein 

(Xirselvcs, sponsf̂ rcd at no cost to 
the Rice district by the Lniversity 
of Houston It IS aimed at 
increasing student awveness in 
personal safety, and will be taught 
by community volunteers 

•Extended for another year the 
contracts for ail principals, the 
assistant supenntencJenL business 
manager, and special education 
director Supt. King s contract was 
extended fc>r another year at last 
month s meeting 

•Changed the date ot next 
month's meeting from March 10 
to .March 11 The first date is the 
same as the scheduled 
administrauon of the teacher and 
administrator testing. 

•Opened and awarded bids for 
surplus used equipment advertised 
hv the distnrt last mf«nfh 

FFA week starts Saturday 

Lang earns diploma 
Jeffrey Farl l-ang, son of Mr. 

and Mrs. T Lang, graduated from 
Universal Technical Institute in 
Houston on Friday, Feb. 7. 

Jctf majored in deisci mech­
anics ai>d received his Deisel 
Technician diploma, finishing his 
finals with an A average He cur 
rendy lives in Houston and plans 
to work there Attending the grad­
uation were his parents. T and 
N incy Lang, grandmother, Mrs. 
Patsy Dangler, and Rev George 
Wclsch. 

RHS bandsmen 
wif) 20 awards 

Members of the Rice Raider 
hî h school band are proud of 
their accomplishments last Friday 
in the UIL district Solo and 
En.semble contest held in Cucro. 

The 50 band members 
competing biiiughi home 11 first 
place awards, seven second place 
awards and two thvd place awards 
Hand direcu>r Hill Waggoner said 
that represents 33 first place 
medals. 

(Editor's Note: Beginning 
Saturday. Feb. 15, trough 
Saturday Feb. 22, we recognize 
National FFA Week. And in 
celebration of the community 
service and educational programs 
that FFA sponsors to help prepare 
young men and women for careers 
in agriculture, this story gives 
you an idea of the national scope 
of the organizauon.) 

FFA's national community 
development prosiam ca^iul 
"BuikJing Our American 
Communities" or BOAC, produces 
winners all around. 

Consider the projects that won 
first place in each of the four FFA 
regions of the country: 

Eastem Region: A campaign to 
spark tounsm in Marion County, 
West Virginia earned the Marion 
County FFA chapter national 
recognition. The chapter's BOAC 
projects during the year 
strengthened the community's 
ability and commitment to 
promote tounsm in the region. 

The FFA group was 
instrumental in forming the 
Marion County Tourist Council, 
and conducting a community 
cleanup effort to beautify the area 
and encourage civic pride. 

Southern Region: Enlarging a 
citrus arboretum and constructing 
a new county fair facility were 
among the activities that earned 
national recognition for the Avon 
Park, Florida chapter of the FFA 
the coveted BOAC award. The 
project involved all 63 FFA 
chapter members who volunteered 
more that 3,700 hours of service. 

By developing a demonstration 
plot of 72 Florida Scion citrus 
trees, including installation of a 
citrus imgation system, the 
project doubled the sized of the 
citrus arboretum 

Cenual Region; Winner in the 
central region was the Cabool. 
Missouri, chapter of FFA The 
Cabool FFA's BOAC project was 
the building of a new agncultural 
mechanics laUualory for Caba)! 
High Schcx>l, and involved the 
work of 66 FFA members and 
more than 300 community 
volunteers. 

The CabtK)l students played an 
active role in planning, raising 
funds for and constructing the 
facility. Using community 
donations to purchase matenals. 
plus volunteer labor, the student 
du-ecied project is estimated to 
have saved the school disirKt 
about $210,000 

Westem Region: BOAC winner 
in the westem region was the 
Duck Valley chapter of FFA, 
serving Owyhee and Mounuin 
City, Nevada Reforestation of 
Indian reservation land and 
restoration of a 1912 sihtwl 
house were among the acuvitics 
that earned the natiiwial 
recognition for the chapter 

In r forcstation project, 44 
members <•! the Duck Valle> FFA 

community ervice work to. 
among other things, plant 1,500 

kxlge pole pine seedlings on 
reservation land. Another major 
activity was the renovation of a 
condemned 1912 schoolhouse for 
use as a community hall. 

The BOAC projects arc 
sponsored by R.J. Reynolds 
Industries, Inc., a leading 
worldwide producer of 
agriculturally based products. 

At the 58th National FFA 
Convention in Kansas City in 
Ua^HBikMK. a nauona l winnet f t o m 
u n u n g the four regional v. inners 

wat (elected. Top national honors 
went to .Marion County, West 
Virginia. 

J Tylee Wilson, chairman and 
chief executive officer of R.J. 
Reynolds Industries, Inc., said, "1 
am pleased that RJ. Reynolds 
Industries is able to parucipate m 
these community development 
efforts as sponsor of the Building 
Our American Communities 
program. 

"On behalf of Reynolds 
Industries, I salute all the chapters 
who have proven thcm.selves 
winners by helping to Build Our 
American Communities. 1 look 
forward to our continuing 
partnership in that effort" 

The BOAC program was started 
in 1971. It is estimated that since 
then more than 16.000 BOAC 
projects have been completed in 
all 50 states and Puerto Rico 

It's esumated that some $9.5 
million in volunteer labor 
annually goes into BOAC projects 
across the United Sutcs 

FFA's BOAC projects 
accomplish two important 
benefits: They make communities 
better places to live and work, and 
they teach students good 
citizenship and help develop 
leadership. 

During a White House visit this 
past fall by FFA members. 
President Reagan said, "I 
commend all of you individually 
for your wonderful work in 
helping our rural communities. 
It's gratifying to me 'n see young 
people like yourselves 
volunteenng your time to keep 
these communioes strong." 

The Rose Garden meeting with 
President Reagan highlighted a 
five-day conference on community 
development for 50 winners of 
stale achievement awards. The 
awards recognize outstanding 
student leadership in guiding the 
BOAC projects 

This fall. Jeff Saharsky of 
Grten Bay, Wisconsin, received 
the top natK>nal .Achievement in 
Voluntcensm honor at a Capitol 
Hill luncheon He was chosen for 
effectively leading his FFA 
chapter's BOAC projects to build 
an ouidtx» nature laborati>ry and 
community recreatKinal lanlitics 

At the White House gathenng. 
President Reagan, along with 
Secretary of Agnculmrc John 
BltK-k and Secretary of Education 
W. Saharsky and other top 

Winners Stuart Keller. Jr. of the 
Franklin Center. Illinois. FFA 

chapter; Matthew Smith of the president of Reynolds Industries 
Bowling Green. Ohio. FFA also participated in the Rose 
chapter; and Jamie Moore of the Garden ceremony. 
Marion County, West Virginia, This project represents just one 
FFA chapter. of many that permits FFA 

National FFA President Steve members to reach toward self-
Meredith and John T Estes. vice fulfillment. 

Mayor Elmer Struss, center signed a prcx;lamation last Wednesday 
designating the week ot February 14 as a "Salute to hospitalized 
veterans week" At left is Helen Supak. president of the ladies 
auxiliary of Rice Area Memorial VFW Post 8783, and at right is R J 
Armstrong, post commander. 

Church to sponsor 
mother-daughter 
event this Friday 

Members of the Fnendship 
Baptist Church are inviting the 
public to attend ificir Mother-
Daughter Valentines Musical 
extravaganza. scheduled this 
Fnday at 7 p.m. 

The meeting will be held at the 
church, according to sister Ruth 
Westmorland, sponsor, and Rev 
KJ. Wiliiaim, pastor. 
Refreshments will be served The 
church is asking each choir to 
render A & B sclecuons. 

Campfire supper 
to be held Friday 

The annual Campfire fatlicr-
daughter box supper will be held 
this Fridav, February 14 in the 
Eagle l ^ e Middle School 
calctaia 

The supper gives fathers and 
daughters a chance to be together, 
so parents are nn̂ re aware of the 
activities of thrir children Each 
child has dcccHated a box to carry 
their supper and they will prepare 
a sandwKh for theu fathers 

Residents complain about 
door-to-door insurance salesmen 

Several residents apparently 
have called the Eagle i.ake 
municipal building complaming 
about door-to-door sales efforts of 
a Houston-based life insurance 
company. 

Crystal Nelson, identified on a 
business card as the safe driver s 
manager" for Execuuve Fund Life 
Insurance Co., 2JI25 Wilcrrst 
Dnve, Suite 160. Houston, is OTK 
ot 12 names listed on a form 
given to the poke department 
identifying the 'representatives' 
f\( »k« 

the term safe dnven" and life 
insurance is not explained in tfie 
material. The list includes the 
make and year of car. and driver's 
license number Half of those 
listed were driving a car that is at 
least eight years old. 

A notice frt)m the insurance 
company to the city savs the city 
ordinance requû ing kxal iKcnses 
for door-to-door salesmen does 
not applv to those solicituig 
insurance 

However, it vou have a 
questK>n about this company, call 

the working in the city during 
Febniary. The ccMinection between 

Ausun. toU-frce, ai 1-800-232-
3439 

1 


